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Daylight Saving Time ends Sunday at 2 a.m. Don’t forget to set your clocks back 1 hour.

Village of Sanford President 
Dolores Porte had hoped her 
27-year-old Crest Savannah 
pontoon boat would still be 
functional when the workers 
from Fisher Contracting pulled 
it from the massive pile of debris 
by the Sanford Dam on a drizzly 
Thursday afternoon.

During a year when so much 

has been lost in Sanford and 
the surrounding areas, perhaps 
this boat would be a happy 
exception. Porte hoped that it 
could at least be modified into a 
deck boat.

But as it turned out, the boat’s 
60-horsepower Evinrude motor 
and its “Savannah” sign were 
about all that were worth saving.

“When they pulled it up and 
out (of the water), the spine (of the 
boat) was in an ‘S’-shape,” said 
Porte. “The seats fell right off it 
into the water. Mark (Fales, the 
Fisher foreman), said to me, ‘I 
don’t think we can save it.’ ”

Pontoon is unsalvageable, 
part of debris removed from 
Sanford Dam this week

Federal Judge 
Thomas L. Ludington, 
the presiding judge on 
a number of lawsuits 
related to the mid-Mich-
igan dam failures, owns 
property on Sanford 
Lake.

Judge Ludington has 
not recused himself 
from any of the cases he 

presides over in relation 
to the dam failures, 
however, all of the cases 
currently have a stay 
imposed on them due to 
Boyce Hydro’s ongoing 
bankruptcy case.

In early August, the 
owner of the dams, Boyce 
Hydro, filed for Chapter 
11 bankruptcy in the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the Eastern District 
of Michigan in Bay City. 

And until the court states 
otherwise, no actions can 
be taken on any lawsuits 
involving Boyce Hydro.

These cases stem from 
the failure of the Sanford 
and Edenville dams in 
May, which sent flood 
waters into riverside 
communities and drained 
the manmade lakes on 
the Tittabawassee River. 

Presiding judge on dam lawsuits 
owns lake property on Sanford Lake
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Attorney: ‘If Judge (Ludington) thought it was a conflict of interest, he 
would recuse himself. And so, I don’t think that’s an issue’

According to data posted Friday 
from the Michigan Secretary of 
State, 11,705 of the 14,760 absentee 
ballots that have been issued by the 
City of Midland ahead of Tuesday’s 
general election have been returned.

Of the more than 67,000 
registered voters in Midland 
County, 20,785 have already 
returned their absentee 
ballots ahead of Tuesday’s general 
election.

Statewide, more than 2.6 million 

Michigan citizens have already voted 
in the Nov. 3 election. That’s nearly 
half the 5.08 million total turnout 
in the 2008 presidential election, 
which was the highest turnout in 
Michigan history.

“Michigan citizens are making 
their voices heard, confident that our 
elections will be an accurate reflec-
tion of the will of the people,” said 
Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson. 
“Every valid absentee ballot will be 
counted by a pair of election workers 
– one from each major political 
party – trained to tally them without 
political bias.”

Those who still are holding onto 
absentee ballots should make sure 

Data shows 79% of absentee ballots 
have been returned in Midland
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Absentee voters should use drop 
box, rather than mail

Americans are faced with many uncertain-
ties amidst a global pandemic and next week’s 
general election.

So, how do these uncertainties play a role in 
the stock market?

Local financial advisor Kevin Spencer told 
the Daily News that markets are forward-look-
ing and don’t react to the past as much. So, 
when there’s uncertainty presented, such as an 
unprecedented global pandemic or a presiden-
tial election, the market reacts.

“That uncertainty – the market doesn’t like 
it,” said Spencer, an advisor for Edward Jones, 
a financial services firm with nine offices in the 
Midland community.

He said the market was going great 
pre-COVID and at the peak of the pandemic, it 
took a “COVID plunge.” But, what they found is, 
despite some clients’ fears, it was not the end of 
everything. Now that parts of the economy are 
functioning normally again, albeit with some 
changes and adaptations, the stock market has 
been able to bounce back.

However, Spencer explained there are still 
some lagging sectors, specifically travel/leisure 
and energy. He said those sectors have not even 
come close to recovering and as a result, there’s 
still a long way to go.

Spencer said he makes sure to explain to 
clients that though the pandemic has caused a 
blip, if their goals are still in-tact then it’s best 
to ride it out.

“Every time we’ve hit a new low, we hit a new 
high,” Spencer said. “Throughout history, that’s 
how it’s worked out.”

And though it might not feel like it, Spencer 
pointed out the stock market index S&P 500 is 
up a little over 3% for the year, which was down 
34% on March 23.

However, this upcoming Tuesday, Nov. 3, is 

Midland financial advisor: 
‘Don’t play politics with 
your portfolio’
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Kevin Spencer discusses uncertainties  
and the stock market

Theresa Ouda of Midland is 
usually one who gives help to 
friends and family. On Friday, her 
kindness was returned in the form 
of donations from Home Depot 
and Cancer Services of Midland.

“I can’t even put it in words. It’s 
overwhelming. I’m so grateful,” 
Ouda said as she watched Home 
Depot employees unload supplies.

Ouda worked as a certified 

nurse’s assistant for 20 years and 
delivered newspapers for six years. 
If anyone asked for help watching 
kids or helping a fallen relative, 
she wouldn’t refuse. Ouda’s life 
changed in June when she was 
diagnosed with cancer. She 
started going to Cancer Services in 
August.

“Now I can’t even lift one of 
these bags by myself. Everything 
has dramatically changed,” Ouda 
said.

Ouda and her husband, Philip, 
live with their three youngest girls 
— the two eldest have graduated 
school and are living on their 
own — in a house that’s heated 
by a wood stove in the front 
and a propane tank in the back. 

Typically, they go through three 
50-pound bags of wood chips a 
week. In an effort to help the Ouda 
family through the winter, Cancer 
Services asked Home Depot if they 
would match Cancer Services’ 
purchase of one ton of wood chips.

“From there, it kind of grew into 
what it is now,” said Eric Krzy-
wosinski, Ouda’s case manager 
at Senior Services. “It’s been so 
phenomenal that they’ve been so 
generous with their donations.”

Home Depot agreed to provide 
all the wood chips and other items 
if Cancer Services would use the 
money they were going to spend on 
the wood toward something else 

Christmas comes early to Ouda family

VICTORIA RITTER 
vritter@mdn.net

Home Depot, Cancer Services 
provide wood, propane, 
assorted items

Theresa Ouda, a client of Cancer Services of Midland, right, embraces her daughter, Nuru, 16, left, as Home Depot staff 
deliver wood pellets and other donated items to the family’s home Friday, Oct. 30, 2020. (Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.
net)

See JUDGe, 2A See BALLOTS, 2A

See OUDA, 3A See FINANCeS, 4A

Sanford’s Porte may make garden ornament from recovered pontoon motor
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The remains of 
Dolores Porte’s 
Crest Savannah 
pontoon boat 
remain in a 
pile as workers 
with Fisher 
Contracting 
continue 
removing pieces 
of debris from 
the Sanford Dam 
Wednesday, 
Oct. 28, 2020 
in downtown 
Sanford. 
(Katy Kildee/
kkildee@mdn.
net)
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