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for the family. So, Cancer 
Services decided to fill the 
Oudas’ propane tank for the 
winter as well as donate $250 
for Christmas gifts.

In addition to two tons 
of wood chips, Home Depot 
surprised the Oudas by 
donating Christmas deco-
rations, a grill and grilling 

utensils, along with cleaning 
supplies and food that the 
store associates had donated 
over the past week. The store 
will also donate another pallet 
of wood chips over the next 
couple of months.

“Our associates stepped up. 
By the end of this week I had 
three shopping carts full of 
food. Our store manager and 
some other associates went 
around the store gathering 
Christmas decorations,” said 

Nick Chambers, assistant store 
manager.

Once they finished 
unloading the truck and 
trailer, Chambers assured the 
Oudas that if they needed any 
more wood pellets or renova-
tions to their home, they could 
call the Home Depot.

“We’ve always been encour-
aged at Home Depot to be 
active volunteers and help 
out where we can in the 
community,” Chambers said.

“They’ve spoiled other 
families just like this. It’s over-
whelming generous what they 
do,” said Julie Nunn, executive 
director of Cancer Services, 
adding that Home Depot is an 
important stakeholder in the 
community. “While our team 
experiences the joy in seeing 
our clients’ gratitude on daily 
basis, we feel it is extra special 
when our donors can also per-
sonally witness the impact of 
their gifts.”

Due to the efforts of such 
community sponsors, Cancer 
Services has been able to 
provide for the needs of its 
500-plus clients this year. 
Individuals who are interested 
in volunteering their time with 
Cancer Services, the nonprofit 
currently has openings for 
drivers in Midland, Clare and 
Gladwin Counties. For more 
information, visit cancerser-
vicesmidland.org or call 989-
835-4841.

Staff from the local Home Depot store make a delivery of donated items for the family of Theresa Ouda, a client of Cancer Services of Midland, Friday, Oct. 30, 2020. (Katy Kildee/
kkildee@mdn.net)

Sakina Ouda, 17, the daughter of Theresa Ouda, a client of Cancer Services of Midland, 
reacts after seeing a truck full of donated items for the family from the Midland Home 
Depot Friday, Oct. 30, 2020. (Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)

Trent Lemuel, store manager of the Midland Home Depot, delivers a holiday tree 
and other donated items to the home of Theresa Ouda, a client of Cancer Services of 
Midland, Friday, Oct. 30, 2020. (Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)

Theresa Ouda, a client of Cancer Services of Midland, reacts after seeing a truck and trailer full of donated items for the 
family from the Midland Home Depot Friday, Oct. 30, 2020. (Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)

Trent Lemuel, center, manager of the Midland Home 
Depot, and Nick Chambers, assistant manager, right, 
deliver donated items to the home of Theresa Ouda, a 
client of Cancer Services of Midland, Friday, Oct. 30, 2020. 
(Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)

Eric Krzywosinski, a case manager with Cancer Services of 
Midland, helps as staff from the local Home Depot store 
make a delivery of donated items for the family of Theresa 
Ouda, a client of Cancer Services of Midland, Friday, Oct. 
30, 2020. (Katy Kildee/kkildee@mdn.net)
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